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On Chinese Sutra-translation Tradition

Xu Beibei

Abstract: This article investigates translational practices of some important suira
translators in Ancient China from the angle of empirical analysis. With concrete evidence,
it argues against the proposal of Chinese translational tradition summarized by Andre
Lefevere. The article also discusses a pair of concepts “wen” and “ zhi” which are of
prime importance in Chinese translational history, and proposes the concept of “wen and
zhi” continuum to reveal the nature of and relation between the two. On the basis of this
concept , with concrete historical evidence, the article brings up a new proposal of Chinese
sutra-translation tradition.

Key words: “wen and zhi” continuum; sutra-translation tradition; André Lefevere
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